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Dump owners tell county to go fly a kite,

declare operation discriminated against
f 'Wei don't intend to shut down

, 'unless]; a- judge?., tells ;us to.'1;
j.bS$hbse.iwords- 'pame ''this weekV',
:j|from;Mel Marjer;fco-owner with,I.
>H Kenneth;- :Crawford, . of Ames;••.,
ilT^sJi± Dump, .which ' is currently
V; engaged in a battle with Kitsap ..
ij County's .Commissioners , and;;

j Health Department over the •
; operation located near Sunny-

their Board meeting Octo-
, ibepjj'27, the Commissioners or-
idere,d that the Ames operation

j'bg;idenied a permit and that a
v $25] jpermit fee previously paid
^bel^efunded. South end Commis-
: >sioner Bill Mahan said that the

permit had been withheld pend-
ing correction of several alleged
violations of ; . both county and
state.; health jfegi}lations, includ-:. . fi
ing,iillegal fburning .at the site.,

was ordered to return the per-
mit fee but on Thursday \vhen
Marier talked to the Independent
he said they had not as yet re-
ceived it. , It -doesn't matter,
anyhow, he added, because when
the refund check comes the,
dump owners' won't cash it, nor
will they stop operations as the
Commissioners have said they
must.

Commissioner Mahan said that
once the check was received ,at
the dump, all operations there
must cease immediately and
that if the place were not shut
down,, the County would take
further action.

Mahan was particularly dis-
turbed by what was described
as "accidental fire" which oc-
curred recently at the dump.
While the dump owners had been
asked some time ago not to burn.

Mhere :and,had .agreed 'to' this ar- Vednesday, Nov.
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j

. rangement. they had mentioned
.; the possibility of* . accidental

fires occurring. When such a fire
: '. did break out. according to Ma-
" . . • han. no effort was made to call

the Sunnyslope Fire Depart-
•w«:-'ment which had previously been
.'•:'•'.''• alerted to the fact that they

V. would be asked to respond in the
; v-°! event of such accidents.
r.sl: Marler. referring to the fire.

i&™! said that the dump operators had
;'r:!* put it out themselves and that it
: .? only burned for "two lousy days-

one afternoon and the next day
)n-w it was out." He added, "I sup-
•'; ̂  pose we probably should have;
."/J? called the fire department but
.£..: we figured, why bother them
' .i'_: people to put it out?"

Marler further contends that'
the Ames operation is "being
discriminated against". since
several other dumps in the coun-
ty are being permitted to burn.
He says that not until Ames re-

. ceived a contract to .dispose of
.Navy Yard waste material was
there any problem with the coun-
ty and that the dump had oper-
ated for a year and a half pre-
vious to the Navy Yard contract
award without complaints.
"...What is irritating him still
:more, he says, is the fact that
.'the Navy Yard contract had, be-
. fore Ames got the bid, been held
.by the operators of a dump on

i Barney White Road which is lo-
:.<cated not too far from the Ames'
.^operation. The Barney White
^dump,. Marler says, is located
"imly about six city blocks away
"vfrom a trailer court whose oc-
:;cupants are now complaining
^ about the smoke and fallout from
.burning, while by his measure-

• ments Ames Dump is further
away.

;! Asked about Marler's charge
i of discrimination. Commissioner

Gene Lobe said that there were
indeed other dumps that were
being permitted to burn. Accord-

1 ing to. the Health Department,
. : burning at dumps has been al-

Jowed under forestry department
supervision where it does not
create a nuisance and. says
Lobe, "there is no place else in
Kitsap County that gets the
amount of smoke or stink1; that
is coming from the Ames dump.

But. says Lobe, the burning is
not the main reason the Commis-
sioners are shutting the dump
down. The operation is not com-
plying with basic health regula-
tions, including those relating to
open garbage and the stockpiling
of refuse, he said. "We make
dumps do certain things." Lobe
added, "and they must do them
or not get a permit."

As for the Navy Yard contract.
Lobe continued. "They knew
what was involved in the con-
tract when they bid it. It isn't
up to us to tell him what to do
before he does it." Lobe says
Marler is right in saying the
Navy Yard Contract is causing
his problems, but only because
the dump wasn't adequately
prepared for it when they got it.

Lobe also made it clear that-
the Commissioners were not re-
voking the Ames' permit. "They
don't haye one to revoke," he
said. What they are doing is
only refunding the permit fee
which had- to be paid upon ap-
plication for a permit. And to get
the permit the dump would have
had to comply with health regu-
lations and this they did not do.

Marler and his partner have
retained two attorneys. Paul
Fisher of Seattle and Curtis
Coons of Bremerton. The next

. move is up to the county. What
will most likely occur. Lobe
says, is that after the refund of
the permit money is made, the
Health Department will see
whether or not they are op-

. crating without a permit and if
they are, the prosecutor's office
will" be called in: Such illegal
operation is a misdemeanor,
with a possible fine of $250 for
each day the offense .continues.
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